
U. S . Fo re s t S e r v i c e I n t e r n a t i o n a l P ro g r ams

CENTRAL AFRICA / CONGO BASIN

Focus: Contributor to USAID’s largest environmental
conservation program, the Central Africa Regional
Program for the Environment, which promotes
biodiversity conservation, climate change mitigation and
livelihood support in one of Earth’s largest expanses of
intact tropical forests.

Trained 200+ government officials, university
professors and technical partners in terrestrial
carbon accounting, forest inventory
methodologies and forest monitoring

Advanced the operationalization of national
forest monitoring systems in six francophone
African countries through the sharing of best
practices and lessons learned

Assisted Republic of Congo and
Democratic Republic of Congo to include
wetland forests in their national forest
inventories for improved land management and
more accurate greenhouse gas emissions
estimation

Built capacity on peatland knowledge and
management

Coordinated the establishment of a National
Measurement Reporting & Verification
Taskforce in Republic of Congo to support
the institutionalization of the national forest
monitoring system

EAST AFRICA

Focus: Assessments to inform government policy and
community-driven interventions for resilient ecosystems.

Collaborated with USAID, the Government of
Kenya, and partners to develop a vulnerability
assessment, an ecosystem service valuation, and a
monitoring framework for three of Kenya’s major
Water Towers (watersheds)

Partnered with universities and communities to
estimate carbon stocks of Tanzania’s coastal forests
and plan for sustainable management

Supported national-level climate change policy,
planning and implementation of the Government of
Ethiopia’s Climate Resilient Green Economy
Strategy

WEST AFRICA

Focus: Climate education and community-based programs that
improve livelihoods and management of coastal forests,
landscapes, and wetlands.

Introduced climate-smart agriculture to improve soil
fertility, land preparation, pest and disease control,
farm hygiene, harvesting, and post harvest
management in western Ghana. 2,413 beneficiaries,
plus a climate-smart agriculture training program
created to develop sustainable local expertise

Created 20 climate change clubs in public schools
throughout the Western Region of Ghana. More
than 1,300 students learned about environmental
stewardship

Increased tree cover of a corridor from Bossou Hills
to the Nimba Mountains on the border of Guinea
and Liberia and stopped forest fires from ravaging it.
The restored corridor will support the chimpanzee
population and the tourism linked to it

Climate change presents tremendous challenges for natural resource management. Emissions from the agriculture, forestry,
and other land use sector account for almost a quarter of annual global greenhouse gas emissions.

The U.S. Forest Service International Programs promotes opportunities to reduce emissions and address climate change by
slowing deforestation rates, curbing forest degradation, increasing carbon storage, and using forests as an alternative and
sustainable energy source.

USFS technical experts exchange natural resource management skills through seminars and direct engagement with
government, research and NGO partners. Skills include: macro- and micro-level land-use planning, low-emission
development strategies, forest and watershed monitoring, forest and wetland carbon measurement, mapping and remote
sensing, and reforestation.
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SOUTHERN AFR ICA

Focus: Inventories to inform climate change
adaptation and mitigation strategies and capacity
building for implementation.

Collaborated on strategies for climate
change adaptation and mitigation in Malawi,
including the development of a five-year
REDD+ action plan

Supported the Government of Madagascar
and partners to conduct its first nation-wide
mangrove forest inventory

Supported compilation of the Zambia
national GHG inventory and
operationalization of national forest
management system

Worked with the Universidade de Eduardo
Mondlane and the World Wide Fund for
Nature in Mozambique to build capacity in
measuring carbon pools in the mangrove
stands of the Zambezi River Delta

Built capacity on peatland knowledge and
management in the Okavango Delta
through research exchange opportunities
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C O N T A C T U S

The U.S. Forest Service also contributes to
Sustainable Landscape Programs

S i l v aCa rbon

A U.S. government
interagency technical
cooperation program

Enhances the capacity of tropical countries to measure, monitor, and report
carbon in their forests and other lands.

The SilvaCarbon Africa program supports national forest monitoring and
inventory efforts in the Congo Basin and supports the BioCarbon Fund’s
Initiative for Sustainable Forest Landscapes programming in Ethiopia and Zambia
to strengthen measurement, reporting and verification at the landscape level.

S W A M P

A USAID program,
implemented by Center
for International Forestry
Research and the USFS

Sustainable Wetlands Adaptation and Mitigation Program facilitates research to
estimate greenhouse gas emissions and carbon stocks of tropical wetlands,
builds local research capacity and informs national policy discussions. It supports
development of climate change adaptation and mitigation strategies based on
credible scientific information.

Climate Fellows

Supported by the
Department of State

Provide targeted technical assistance in partner agencies through embedded
advisors. Climate Fellows address priority natural resource management needs
identified by country partners. Their support includes the establishment and
operationalization of National Forest Monitoring Systems.

NORTH AFRICA & THE MIDDLE EAST

Focus: Revitalizing micro-climates, soil health, water
infiltration, and native seed regeneration through
community programs.

Worked with communities in Lebanon to
develop adaptation plans for climate change
and supported the planting of over one
million native tree seedlings

8,500 hectares under improved management
in Morocco, with 4,560 seedlings
propagated for a study to improve
reforestation of native species

Supported NGO Watershed &
Development Initiative to establish nursery
and outplanting techniques that have
resulted in an 85% seedling survival rate.
WADI has produced more than 270,000
seedlings for targeted watershed restoration
in Jordan
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